Improve learning
and teaching -
Finnishit?

Nina Smith, M.Ed., teacher trainer,
mentor and pedagogical consultant




Choosing How to Teach

* Every student has a right to learn.

* Every teacher should be empowered to know they

can choose how to teach.

* Comparing educational practices internationally may
help us all to adapt better practices.

* While | like to share the Finnish know-how of
education, | also hope the takeaways are much
greater than just simple comparisons.
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Global Education

Education is a fundamental right of all humans,
regardless of age, domicile, financial situation, sex or
mother tongue. UNICEF about children:

* All children have an eagerness to learn.

* Each child brings a different set of abilities,
expectations, experiences and attitudes to school

* Children use their existing experiences and
knowledge to construct new understanding and skills

* Harnessing children’s curiosity and eagerness to learn
is critical.

Source: UNICEF guide for best practices p.8 http://www.unicef.org/rosa/Happy.pdf
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Student-centered learning &

When teaching practices align with the principles of
student-centered learning, teachers:

1. Include learners in decisions about how and what they
learn and how that learning is assessed

2. Value each learner’s unique perspectives

Respect and accommodate individual differences in
learners’ backgrounds, interests, abilities, and
experiences, and

4. Treat learners as co-creators and partners in
the teaching and learning process.

http://www.jodypaul.com/Ict/Ict.psychprinc.html
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Global Competencies

1. Investigate the world beyond their immediate
environment, framing significant problems and
conducting well-crafted and age-appropriate research.

2. Recognize perspectives, others’ and their own,
articulating and explaining such perspectives
thoughtfully and respectfully.

3. Communicate ideas effectively with diverse audiences,
bridging geographic, linguistic, ideological, and cultural
barriers.

4. Take action to improve conditions, viewing themselves
as players in the world and participating reflectively.

http://asiasociety.org/education/partnership-global-learning/making-case/global-
competence-prepare-youth-engage-world
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Bringing It Together

* Choices & empowerment to act

* Global education or global learning

* Student-centered learning & teaching

* Global competencies for students and teachers

This presents a need for balanced teacher training
and professional development.

The following slides show the building blocks of
balanced teacher training and professional
development.

Nina’s Notes

}
Uy



http://www.ninacsmith.com/
http://notesfromnina.wordpress.com/

Three components

The three
components of
teachers’
Pedagogical Globgl
. reflection competence
nowledge
and
professionalism
must be
balanced in all
training.
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Teaching and instruction - DO

The first level of teachers’ professionalism and

competency :

e|nstructional strategies
eLesson planning recagogcsl W (.focion
e Materials

e Assessment

All those practical things needed
in the teaching-learning situation to help your
students learn. These are the practical parts of
learning facilitation.
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Pedagogical knowledge - LEARN

Pedagogical knowledge — or
andragogical, if you are
teaching adults — is the next
step :

eKnowledge about theories -
. oba
of learning and teaching e [l refiection

eUnderstanding learning
process

e Familiarity with psychology

behind learning
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Global reflection - THINK

The (often) missing piece is the deep global
(holistic) reflection about teaching:

eEvaluating and justifying the
choices that create our

Sichal personal pedagogy and drive
SN BERS our rapid decisions in the

classroom

Pedagogical

e Psychological, philosophical,
historical and political
guestions belong here, too

L
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Global & Unique

| am purposefully using the word “global” in
double meaning here: to discuss the worldwide
education, but also showing how important
thinking the “big picture” is in our everyday
teaching and learning.

Simply talking about other nations or countries
doesn’t make teaching and learning global — we
need to see the deeper connection and
understand how similar we are in so many ways.
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The Finnish Way

Personalization: create safe and nurturing learning
environment, then expect (and allow) students to
take a significant role in their own learning.

Cooperation: emphasize collaboration over the
traditional subject/discipline lines, instead of
using the winner-takes-it-all mentality (including
high-stakes standardized testing).

Process instead of product: refocus education
from teaching to learning, and emphasize the
individual learning process over cookie-cutter
teaching.
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Positive Elements

Find the positive elements in your school or
educational system!

A very simple way to engage in professional
reflection is to each day ask yourself these three

guestions:

1. What went excellently today and why?

2. What could have been better and how?

3. What do | want to change in my teaching?

A= \
s Cuonana
Trasry
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How Do YOU Choose to Teach?

Now it is your turn to choose. How will you include

into your teaching practice or PD you provide?
How are you going to DO, LEARN and THINK?
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